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lonathan Schmidt is The Canadian Council
of Churches Associate Secretary,
Intercultural Leadership and Learning;
Justice and Peace. A gifted facilitator and
designer of experiential adult learning, he
. _ 2 sees being involved in the life and
preparing for a Change of Era community of the Engage Diffe-rence!
Engage Difference! Deepening Understanding for Intercultural Ministry PIPeiain the most profound SRCHISHEE and

greatest privilege of his career in ministry.
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Context
Vision of Intercultural

Break for Conversation
Describing the program

Preparing for a Change o’ Research

Engage Difference! Deepening Understanding for ) Next ste pS

Wednesday September Break for conversation
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“We are not living an era of
change but a change of era” -....co

emerging ecumenical paradigm -sosn
many unique christianities - onergan
3rd great epoch -ranner
the third church -sinimann

western european cultural ways of thinking no longer confine -sannen



Canadian Christianity is moving into a new era, one that
requires new tools for different ways of being Christian.
The “Engage Difference!” program provides participants
and their communities tools to understand their own
culture and to discern what “Just Intercultural
Community” looks like within their own contexts.

Instead of prescribing those new tools, Engage Difference!
provides a creative space for imagination. “[The role of
imagination] is to seek and create spaces beyond the places
that exist. Not confined by what is, or what is known,
imagination is the art of creating what does not exist”.



Just Intercultural Community

all are able to be fully themselves as created by God

shaped by each other and shape the other
shape and be shaped by the community

stand together with equal power and privilege

right relationship with God, with each other, and with all of creation

“fighting for a world that must
be the house of everyone”



Break Out Room
Your name

Where are you joining from?: Your community, where in Canada
or the world

Where have you seen glimpses of Just Intercultural Community?
Where are you able to be fully yourself
—and those you are with are able to be fully themselves?

Remember to unmute yourself and turn your video on

Unmute Start Video Mute Stop Video
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Engaging Confct

If you have one choice, you have no
choice. If you have two cholces, you are
caught on the homs of a dilemma, Only
ghien you have three or mare choices do

you begin to be free

- from Living Listge by John G S
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Research: Overarching Themes

The program has brought about change in the participants and their communities

Hope and encouragement

Profound experiences of community

Skills and tools



Themes identified by participant groups

Intersectionality

Puede or Possibility
Language
Creativity

Tools and Skills

Joy and Glimpses of Just Intercultural Community

Change



Participant Hopes for the Program: What is God calling and us to?

Greater Participation: more people and more diversity
Financially sustainable and accessible program

An integrated part of leadership training

Un-silo Intercultural Ministry

Wider adoption of the vision

Build the community of alumni

Break down resistance



Forum for Intercultural Leadership and Learning Recommendations

Coordination role for FILL

FILL as a community

More collaboration with institutions of ministry leadership training
Continue offering Engage Difference!

Training — a unique pedagogy for transformation

Common Understandings of Just Intercultural community

Move away from seeming to provide “diversity skills or intercultural training.”



Break Out Room

In today’s context, what are the tools that can support your
community for Just Intercultural Community?

Report back:

A moment of transformative learning, or

A moment of creating a space that all are able to shape
from an equal place of power and privilege (being fully
themselves).

Unmute Start Video

Stop Video
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A Note from Pablo

Last month, | witnessed a miracie: the birth of my fiest chid, Loa Km
These days, wih great joy, | am engaging n an exhaustve work cated
parenthood! This engagement has remindad agan that a ie-gving work
requires cortnual and anduous wark

Next yoar s the 100th anniversary of FILL! Begun n 1521 as The
Canadian School of Missons. an eary Canadian ecumenical colaboraton, it woukd later become
the Canadian Chiurches’ Forum for Giobal Ministnes (CCFGM). In 2017 CCFGM fuly moved info
The Canadian Council of Churches as The Forum for Intercuttural Leadership and Leaming
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Thank You

Help us to continue offering free webinars. Consider making a donation to
help support this resourcing of Just Intercultural ministry in Canada.

Go to our page on CanadaHelps (https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-canadian-

council-of-churches/campaign/forum-for-intercultural-leadership-and-learning/)
to donate. They will send you a charitable receipt by email
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